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Commumty can help those who are in need

President Obama, on establishing  loan programs and cash forrent and  requires nonfunded time.
a White House office on faith-based utilities are examples. But without the system, those in
inltmﬁws,ll:ated. Thereisamme - Volunteers often spend an hour or  need are forced to go from agency to
: St more listening to anindivid-  agency, retelling their story, filling
ual’s story and entering per-  out duplicate paperwork, and all the
tinent data into the online while those trying to give help are
system, even if they cannot unaware of each
help that person directly. The local United Way mu-
A sympatheticearisa nity Solutions” plan,
valuable resource, and the provides lots of ve s about out-
individual often gets help - comes and measurables, but |
Bruce Fundadpmmmagen- - pating agencies.
McComb  cies have resisted participat- Theonlinemfemhelpsclosathat
il ing in the online system gap. Benton Franklin Community
Mid-Columbia  because they follow the Action Committee (BFCAC) pro-
s Voices money. vided funding for operations from
conomic Such agencies are avital 2006 through 2008.
L cutback part of the health and ~ During those three years, 20
 programs, human services community, but organizations coordinated services
the faith-based community to takeup  their case managers often are and shared client information, serv-
. unable to serve clients’ needs that ing 8,000 adult clients and 3,000 chil-
groups don't fit into one of their funded dren.
andprojaetsthntﬂtcertalnneeda programs. Entering even minimal The faith-based members alone
Food pantries, clothes closets, car client data into the online system ‘documented nearly $200,000 worth

of services provided.

Update 2009: BFCAC no longer
has funds available to support the
online software licensing fees, The
system endures with faith-based
members who fund some of the fees.
The remainder is coming from the
pockets of the all-volunteer 4People
board of directors.

Anyone can help support this pro-
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BFCAC and the other funded agen-
cies in the Tri-Cities have left the col-
laboration and coordination to the
faith-based community.

The needs are rising while
resources are shrinking, Making opti-
mal use of co resources to
helpthoseinneedhasneverheen
greater!

CAN (Coordinated Assistance Net-
work) uses the same online system to
coordinate disaster reliefon a
national level.

Partners include the American

Red Cross, Catholic Charities
U.S.A,, Lutheran Disaster
Response, National Voluntary Orga-
nizations Active in Disasters, The
Salvation Army, Southern Baptist
Disaster Relief, United Way and
United Methodist Committee on
Relief.

The United Way of Northern
Nevada and the Sierra requires agen-
cies that receive its funding to partic-
ipate in their VisionLink Tapestry
online system.

CAN gets it, Reno United Way gets
it, our local faith-based community
gets it. But until those with the power
to do so put coordination and collabo-
ration into the “follow the money”
equation, the vacuum with its dupli-
cation of services and associated
inefficiencies will continue outside of
the faith-based community!

D Bruce McComb is treasure for 4People.
To read more about the online service,
visit www.4people.org.




